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"This is a very sad and solemn day for me, and I believe for most                Americans.              

"First, let me say that I was shocked and disappointed by the resignation                of the expected incoming House Speaker, Bob Livingston. His resignation                signaled a capitulation to the morality police -- a decision that                no public official, including the President, should be forced to                make.              

"The Republican majority had the opportunity to do the honorable                thing today -- to listen to the collective voice of the American                people and allow a vote on a bipartisan Censure.&nbsp; Instead they                chose partisan politics, impeaching a twice-elected President who                the American people believe has done an excellent job of his official                duties and do not want removed from office.              

"The Republicans' determination to impeach the President -- against                the will of most Americans --will cause long-lasting divisions within                the country.              

"Partisan politics, and politics of personal destruction, must                end. Civility, honesty, and justice must prevail over hatred and                moral self-righteousness. 
               &nbsp; 
               "We are a strong country, and we will move forward. The President                has proven to be capable of successfully operating under extreme                pressure. I am confident that Americans collectively have the will                to see that decent policies and principles will overcome partisan                politics. 
               &nbsp; 
               "I strongly believe, that the Republicans, by their efforts today,                have shown the American people that they should not be the majority                party in Congress."             
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